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Social, behavioral, and economic sciences are focused on 
understanding human activity at every level – from the 
mind and brain, to an individual’s behavior, to the actions 
of groups and organizations. The quest for a deeper under-
standing of humans is key to managing society’s most criti-
cal challenges, including providing high quality education, 
developing better health care programs, fighting terrorism, 
preventing crime, preparing and responding to natural dis-
asters, and much more. This briefing will highlight the report 
Social, Behavioral and Economic Research in the Federal 
Context and federally-funded research in the social and 
behavioral sciences that addresses these challenges. 

Congressional Briefing 
Showcasing Research from a National Science and Technology Council Report: 
Social, Behavioral and Economic Research in the Federal Context 

The report was prepared in collaboration with the following federal agencies:  
 

Department of Agriculture • Centers for Disease Control and Prevention • Central Intelligence Agency • Department of 
Commerce • Council of Economic Advisors • Department of Defense • Department of Education • Department of Energy 
Environmental Protection Agency • Department of Homeland Security • National Aeronautics and Space Administration 

National Institutes of Health • National Institutes of Justice • National Science Foundation • Office of Management and Budget 
Office of Science and Technology Policy • State Department • Department of the Treasury • U.S. Geological Survey 

Presenters 
David W. Lightfoot (National Science Foundation) - Moderator 

David Poeppel (New York University) 
Mapping the Human Mind and Brain: A Small Place 
with Big Challenges 

Jonathan Wilkenfeld (University of Maryland) 
Conflict, Terrorism and Societal Resilience 

Elke U. Weber (Columbia University) 
Decisions Matter: Understanding How and Why We 
Make Decisions About the Environment 

Martina Morris (University of Washington) 
Partnership Networks in the Spread of HIV/AIDS 
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UNIVERSITY AFFILIAITES 
Boston University • Bowling Green State University • Dartmouth College • Duke University • Emory University • Emporia State University • Georgia Institute of 
Technology • Kent State University • Michigan State University • Ohio State University • Pennsylvania State University • Princeton University • Purdue Univer-
sity • Rice University • Stanford University • Temple University • University of Arizona • University of California, Davis • University of California, San Diego •  • 

University of Cincinnati • University of Colorado at Boulder • University of Delaware • University of Denver • University of Illinois, Urbana-Champaign • Univer-
sity of Kansas • University of Maryland, College Park • University of Miami • University of Michigan • University of North Carolina, Greensboro • University of 

North Texas • University of Pittsburgh • University of Southern California • Virginia Tech • Yale University 

AMERICAN PSYCHOLOGICAL ASSOCIATION DIVISION AFFILIATES 
Division 1: Society for General Psychology • Division 3: Experimental Psychology • Division 6: Behavioral Neuroscience and Comparative Psychology • Divi-
sion 7: Developmental Psychology • Division 8: Society for Personality and Social Psychology • Division 14: Society for Industrial and Organizational Psychol-

ogy • Division 21: Applied Experimental and Engineering Psychology • Division 25: Behavior Analysis • Division 28: Psychopharmacology and Substance 
Abuse • Division 50: Addictions 

Consortium of Social Science Associations 
1701 K St, NW • Suite 1150 • Washington, DC 20006 
Phone: (202) 842-3525 • www.cossa.org 

MEMBERSHIP ORGANIZATIONS 
Agricultural and Applied Economics Association • American Association for Agricultural Education • American Psychosomatic Society • Association for 
Asian Studies • Association for Public Policy Analysis and Management • Association of Research Libraries • Council on Social Work • Education Eastern 
Sociological Society • International Communication Association • Justice Research and Statistics Association • Midwest Sociological Society • National 

Association of Social Workers • National Council on Family Relations • North American Regional Science Council • North Central Sociological Association • 
Population Association of America • Social Science History Association • Society for Behavioral Medicine • Society for Research on Adolescence • Society 

for the Psychological Study of Social Issues • Society for the Scientific Study of Sexuality • Sociologists for Women in Society • Southern Political Science 
Association • Southern Sociological Society • Southwestern Social Science Association 

COLLEGES AND UNIVERSITIES 
Arizona State University • Brown University • University of California, Berkeley • University of California, Irvine • University of California, Los Angeles • University 
of California, San Diego • University of California, Santa Barbara • Carnegie-Mellon University • University of Chicago • Clark University • Columbia Univer-
sity • Cornell University • Duke University • Georgetown University • George Mason University • George Washington University • Harvard University • How-
ard University • University of Illinois • Indiana University • University of Iowa • Iowa State University • Johns Hopkins University • John Jay College of Criminal 
Justice, CUNY • Kansas State University • University of Kentucky • University of Maryland • Massachusetts Institute of Technology • Maxwell School of Citi-

zenship and Public Affairs, Syracuse • University of Michigan • Michigan State University • University of Minnesota • Mississippi State University • University of 
Nebraska, Lincoln • New York University • University of North Carolina, Chapel Hill • North Carolina State University • Northwestern University • Ohio State 

University • University of Oklahoma • University of Pennsylvania • Pennsylvania State University • Princeton University • Purdue University • Rutgers, The State 
University of New Jersey • University of South Carolina • Stanford University • State University of New York, Stony Brook • University of Texas, Austin • Texas A 
& M University • Tulane University • Vanderbilt University • University of Virginia • University of Washington • Washington University in St. Louis • West Virginia 

University • University of Wisconsin, Madison • University of Wisconsin, Milwaukee • Yale University 

CENTERS AND INSTITUTES 
American Academy of Political and Social Sciences • American Council of Learned Societies • American Institutes for Research • Brookings Institution • 
Center for Advanced Study in the Behavioral Sciences • Cornell Institute for Social and Economic Research • Institute for Social Research, University of 
Michigan • Institute for the Advancement of Social Work • Research Institute for Women’s Policy Research • National Bureau of Economic Research • 

National Opinion Research Center • Population Reference Bureau • Social Science Research Council 

GOVERNING MEMBERS 
American Association for Public Opinion Research • American Economic Association • American Educational Research Association • American Historical 
Association • American Political Science Association • American Psychological Association • American Society of Criminology • American Sociological 

Association • American Statistical Association • Association of American Geographers • Association of American Law Schools • Law and Society Associa-
tion • Linguistic Society of America • Midwest Political Science Association • National Communication Association • Rural Sociological Society • Society 

for Research in Child Development 

Federation of Associations in Behavioral & Brain Sciences 
750 First St, NE • Suite 905 • Washington, DC 20002 

Phone: (202) 336-5920 • www.fbpcs.org 

MEMBER SOCIETIES 
American Educational Research Association • American Psychological Association • Association for Applied Psychophysiology and Biofeedback • Asso-

ciation for Behavior Analysis International • Behavior Genetics Association • Cognitive Science Society • Human Factors and Ergonomics Society • Interna-
tional Society for Developmental Psychobiology • Massachusetts Neuropsychological Society • National Academy of Neuropsychology • Psychonomic 
Society • Society for Behavioral Neuroendocrinology • Society for Computers in Psychology • Society of Experimental Social Psychology • Society for In-

dustrial and Organization Psychology • Society for Judgment and Decision Making • Society for Mathematical Psychology • Society of Multivariate Experi-
mental Psychology • Society for Personality Assessment • Society for Personality and Social Psychology • Society for Psychophysiological Research • Soci-

ety for Research in Psychopathology 

CORPORATE AFFILIATES 
Sage Publications, Inc. • Worth Publishers 

The Federation of Associations in Behavioral & Brain Sciences and  the Consortium of Social Science 
Associations are pleased to represent the organizations listed on this page who join us in supporting this briefing. 
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